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Pertaining to the End of Ramadan

By Sh Muhammad ibn Salil al-‘Uthaymin i 4z
From: Sittings During the Blessed Month of Ramadan | Riwayah Publishing | P. 311-324

Praise be to Allah the Encompassing, the Great, the Generous, the Most Kind,
the Most Merciful. He created everything and measured it, and sent down the
legislation and eases it. He is the All-Wise, the All-Knowing. He began the
creation and will end it. He placed the planets in motion and set them running,
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"And the sun runs [on course] toward its stopping point. That is the

determination of the Exalted in Might, the Knowing, and the moon,

We have determined for it phases, until it returns [appearing] like the

old date stalk. It is not allowable for the sun to reach the moon, nor

does the night overtake the day, but each, in an orbit, is swimming”

[Yasin: 38-40]
I praise Him for His protection and guidance. I thank Him for what He has
bestowed and what He has given. I further bear witness that none has the right
to be worshipped but Him alone, The King, the Most High, the First, there is
nothing before Him, the Last there is nothing after Him, the Most High there
is nothing above Him, the Most Near, there is nothing nearer than Him and
He is the Knower of all things. I also bear witness that Muhammad (%) is His
slave and His chosen Messenger over the creatures. May peace be upon him,

Abu Bakr, his companion, the best of the truthful ones, ‘Umar the one who is
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known with strength in religion, ‘Uthman the one who was killed wrongfully
at the hands of the criminals, upon ‘Ali the closest one of them in kinship, and
upon all his family, his Companions, and whoever follows their footsteps till

the Day of Judgment.

O My Brothers! Indeed, the departure of the month of Ramadan has
approached and soon it will be over. This month will surely be either a witness
for you or against you based on what you have deposited in it of deeds. Whoever
deposited righteous deeds in this month, he should be grateful to Allah and
rejoice with a good reward. For indeed Allah does not waste the reward of the

one who fulfils His command in the best manner.

Whoever deposited evil deeds in this month, he should turn to Allah with
sincere repentance, for indeed Allah forgives whoever repents to him. Allah has
aiready iegisiated for you in the ending of this month of yours some acts of
worship that brings you closer to Him, strengthens your faith, and makes your
scales of good deeds heavy. He legislated for us the giving of zakatul-fitr, and
we have already addressed this in details. Likewise, He legislated for you to
venerate Him upon the completion of the month of Ramadan, from sunset till

the feast prayer. Allah said:
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“That you may complete your counting of the month, and glorify Allah
for guiding you, and that you may be grateful to Him” [al-Bagarah: 185]

The manner of this glorification is to say: “Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar, La-
Ilaha Illa-llah, Wallahu Akbar Allah Akbar, walillahil- Hamd” which means
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“Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest, None has the right to be worshipped
but Him Alone, Allzh is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest, to Allzh belongs all
praise.”

It is from the Sunnah for men to proclaim it in the Masjids, in the markets,
and in their houses demonstrating their veneration of Allah, their worship of
Him, and their gratefulness to Him. The women say it in a very low tone of
voice because they are commanded with concealment and speaking in a low

tone while in the presence of men.!

How beautiful is the condition of the people when glorifying Allah and
venerating Him in all places at the conclusion of their fast? They fill the horizon
with their voices, glorifying Allah, praising Him, and singling Him out alone
with worship, while hoping for His Mercy and fearing His punishment.

Likewise, Allah, the Glorified, has legislated for His slaves the Feast prayer on

the Day of the Feast. It is one of the most complete forms of remembering

Allah (25). The Prophet (%) has commanded his nation, both men and women,

to establish it and his command must be fulfilled due to Allah’s statement:
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“O you who believe! Obey Allzh and obey the Messenger and make

not your works vain” [Muhammad: 33]

1 Editor’s Note: Ash-Sheikh ‘Abdul ‘Aziz bin ‘Abdullah bin Baz said concerning the group takbir, in which everyone collectively, with a single
voice, says the takbir before the ‘Eid prayer or even after the daily prayers: “The Congregational Takbir is a newly introduced matter in the religion,
therefore it is an innovation. And if the people do an act which opposes the pure legislation, it is obligatory to prevent them from doing so and to
refute them. Worship must be derived from revelation, only that which the Qur'an and the Sunnah point to is considered legislation. As for the
statements and opinions of men, there is no evidence in them if they oppose the legislative proofs... That which is legislated concerning the takbir,
is that each Muslim says the Takbir in a manner that has been narrated, (and that they say it) individually.” Source:
[http://www.binbaz.org.sa/mat/8690]
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The Prophet (i
though the best place for women is their homes. This occasion is an exception.
The proof which supports this is the narration of Umm ‘Atiyyah (= 4 .25) who
said:
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“The Messenger of Allah (%) commanded us to bring out on ‘Eid -al-
Fitr and ‘Eid-al-Adha, young women, hijab-observing adult women,
and the menstruating women. The menstruating women stayed out of
actual prayer area but participated in good deeds and supplication. I
(Umm ‘Atiyyah) said to the Prophet (£%): ‘Oh! Messenger of Allah,
one does not have an outer garment.” He replied, ‘Let her sister cover

her with her garment.'” [Collected by al-Bukhari and Muslim]

From among the highly recommended deeds of ‘Eid Al-Fitr is to eat a few dates
in odds: three, five, or more before leaving for the prayer. The proof for this is

the statement of Anas bin Malik (i 47 >5) who said:
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“The Prophet (?m;;) did not leave out for the prayer on the Day of ‘Eid
Al-Fitr until he ate an odd number of dates.” [Collected by Ahmad and al-
Bukhari]

One should leave out walking on foot, not on a ride except if there was an

excuse such as: disability or the remoteness of the piace. The proof for that is
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the statement of ‘Ali bin Abi Talib (i: 5 +25): “From the Sunnah is walking on

2

foot to the ‘Eid prayer.”

It is also from the Sunnah for the men to beautify themselves on that day,
putting on their best garment. This is based on the narration of ‘Abdullah bin
‘Umar (|;& ‘& 2 5) who said:
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“Umar (& 41 >;) bought a garment made of silk from the market and
brought it to the Prophet (1) and said: ‘O Messenger of Allah! Buy
this garment from the market and adorn yourself with it on the day of

‘Eid and for when delegates visit’ So the Prophet (%) said: “This dress

is only for those who do not have any portion of the hereafter.”
[Collected by al-Bukhari and Muslim]

<

The Prophet (i) said this to ‘Umar only because it is forbidden on men to
adorn themselves with silk and gold. As for the woman they must leave their
home for the prayer with an adornment that is not eye-catching, without
putting on perfume, and without unveiling her body, because she is
commanded to veil herself and is prohibited from displaying her charms and

fI‘OI‘I‘l putting on perfume When going out.

2 at-Tirmidhi narrated this report with a weak chain. However due to corroborating narrations, the report is strengthened to the level of Hasan.

See Irwa al-Ghalil 636 and The Rulings of the Two ‘Eids by al-Faryabi page 102, 103.
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(The Muslim) must perform the ‘Eid prayer with tranquillity and with full
attention. He should remember Allah often, invoking Him, hoping for His
Mercy, and fearing His punishment. One should also remember the greatest
Sitting in front of Allah on the Day of Judgment. (This should come to his
mind while he is gathered) with the people in the prayer area. Also consider
their difference in virtue amongst themselves in this Sitting, and the even

greater difference there will be in virtue in The Hereafter. Allah (#) said:
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"Behold, how We have exalted some of them over others in the present
life; and surely the Hereafter shall be greater in degrees of rank and

greater in excellence” [al-Isra: 21]

(A Muslim) should be happy with Allah’s Bounty upon Him for allowing him
to reach the month of Ramadan and for granting him success to keep up with
the prayer, fasting, recitation of the Qur’an, charity, and other than that from
among the righteous deeds. For indeed it is better for him than the world and

whatsoever is in it.
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“Say: "In the Bounty of Allah, and in His Mercy (i.e. Islim and the

Qur’an); - therein let them rejoice.” That is better than what (the
wealth) they amass.” [Yanus: 58]

Indeed standing in prayer, during the nights of Ramadan, with faith and
sincerity, is among the ways in which sins are forgiven, and (it is a means) of

gaining salvation from them as well. Therefore, the true believer is happy for
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completing his fast and his night pra;;eirl,l nin order for him to be purified from

his sins.

As for the one who is weak in his faith, he is happy for the completion of
Ramadan in order to be done with the fast which was a burden upon him and
(a cause for) uneasiness and discomfort in his heart. The difference between

these two groups is huge.

O my brothers! Know that, although the month of Ramadan is over, the
believer’s deeds must never end as long as he is alive. Allah (4&) said:
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“Worship your Lord until certainty (i.e. death) overtakes you.” [al-Hijr: 99]

Also His statement, the Most High:
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“O you who believe fear Allah as He deserves to be feared, and die not
except in the state of al-Islam" [Ali ‘Imran: 102]

The Prophet (45) said:
(e 4% Ld) L4 a6 )

"When the slave dies, his deeds will be cut off.” [Graded authentic by al-Albani

in Sahih al-Adab al-Mufrad]

The Prophet (%) has not placed an end to deeds except with the arrival of
death.

Even though fasting the month of Ramadan is over, the believer will not stop

fasting due to that. This is because fasting remains 1egisiated throughout the
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year and all praise is due to Allah for that. It is narrated by Abu Ayyﬁb al-
Ansari (441 .»5) who said that the Prophet (45) said:
(AN a8 08 Y85 o Bt 7 Ol 0 25}

“Whoever fasted the month of Ramadan and then follows it with six

days of fasting in Shawwal, it is as if he fasted the entire year." [Collected
by Muslim]

It is also legislated for us to fast three days in every month. The Prophet (4

said:

“ 4 -
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“Fasting three days in every month and fasting from one Ramadan to
another, this is fasting the entire year.” [Collected by Ahmad and Muslim]

Abt Hurayrah (i 4 2 ;) said: “My bosom friend (i.e. Prophet Muhammad (%)
has strongly advised me with three things.” From amongst the three things
which (the Prophet %) mentioned was to fast three days of every month. It is
preferable for it to be on the thirteenth, the fourteenth, and the fifteenth of the

lunar calendar. The proof for this preference is the narration of Aba Dharr (.

iz 41) that the Prophet (L) said:
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“O Abi Dharr! If you intend to fast three days of the month, then fast
the thirteenth, the fourteenth and the fifteenth.” [Collected by Ahmad, an-

Nasa'1 and Ibn Hibban. al-Albani graded it sound in Irwa al-Ghalil]

In Sahih Muslim, it is also narrated that the Prophet (£%) was asked about
fasting the Day of ‘Arafah, and he replied:
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“It expiates the sins of the previous year and the future year.” [Collected
by Muslim]

Likewise he was asked about fasting the Day of ‘Ashairah and he replied:
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“It expiates the sins of the previous year.” [Collected by Muslim]

He was also asked about fasting on Mondays and he replied:

(e il ais 215 )
“It is the day in which I was born, and the day the Qur’an was revealed

to me.” [Collected by Muslim]

Also in Sahih Muslim it is narrated by Aba Hurayrah (i 4 ;2 5) that the Prophet
(45) was asked: “Which is the best fasting after the fasting of Ramadan?” He

replied:
{gaddl B Jis top Slas 3% 345 plall pfall}

“The best fast after the fast of the Month of Ramadan is fasting in the
month of Allah Al—MuhaIram.” [Collected by Muslim]

It is narrated in al-Bukhari and Muslim on the authority of ‘Aishah (L& 4 25)
that she said:
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"I have not seen the Prophet (&) completing an entire month with
fasting except the month of Ramadin; and I have not seen him fasting
in any months besides Ramadan more than he fasts in the month of
Sha’ban.” In another narration it says, “He used to fast the month of

Sha’ban with the exception of a few (days).” [Collected by al-Bukhari and
Muslim]

It is also narrated by ‘Aishah (\z 4 25) that:

{3 3 30 s 8 30 015}
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"The Prophet (i

Thursdays” [al-Albani graded it to be authentic in Sahih at-Tirmidhi]

) used to seek out fasting on Mondays and

e

It is narrated by Aba Hurayrah (i 4 .25) that the Prophet (<5

) said:
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"Deeds are presented to Allah every Monday and Thursday. So I want

my deeds to be presented while I am fasting" [Graded authentic by al- Albani
in Sahih At-Tirmidhi and Sahih at-Targhib]

Though the night prayer during the month of Ramadan is over, the night prayer
remains legislated throughout the nights of the year and all praises are due to
Allah. This is a prophetic tradition that has been established both from the
statements and actions of the Prophet (48).
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It is narrated in Sahih al-Bukhari on \t‘}tteuetuthority of al—Mughirah bin Shu’bah

(i 4 25) who said:
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“The Prophet (%) would stand at night in prayer until his feet would
swell up and it would be said to him ‘(Ease on yourself).” He would
reply, ‘Will I not be a grateful slave?” [Collected by Al-Bukhari]

It is also narrated by ‘Abdullah bin Salam (i i .25) that the Prophet (45) said:
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“O people Spread the salam, feed the poor, keep the ties, and pray in
the night while the people are sleeping, you will enter the paradise of

your Lord with peace” [Graded authentic by al-Albani in Sahih At-Targhib]

It is also narrated by Aba Hurayrah (i i 2;) that the Prophet (£8) said:

e R e

"The best Prayer after the obligatory prayers is the night prayer."
[Collected by Muslim]

The night prayer includes all the supererogatory prayers (that are prayed at
night) along with the witr prayer. (One should pray two units at a time), and
if you fear the entering of the dawn prayer then you should pray one unit,
making odd the total of number of units prayed (that night).
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It is narrated by Abt Hurayrah (i 4 .>5) that the Prophet (4£) said:
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“Our Lord, the Glorified, the Most High descends every night to the
lower heaven when only one third of the night remains, and He says:
‘Who will invoke Me so I can answer his invocation? Who will ask Me
so that I will give him what he asks? Who will seek My forgiveness so
that I will forgive him?"” [Collected by al Bukhari and Muslim]

The voluntary prayers that follow the obligatory prayers are twelve units. Four
before the Midday prayer, two after the midday prayer, two after Sunset Prayer,

two after the Evening Prayer, and two before the morning prayer.

It is narrated by Umm Habibah (i 4 .25) who said, “I heard the Prophet (%)
saying:
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“There is no slave who will pray twelve units voluntarily every day, for
the sake of Allah, except that Allah will build for him a house in

Paradise.” [Collected by Muslim]
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Also, Allah has commanded (the behevers), in His Book, to remember and
glorify Him after the five daily prayers. The Messenger of Allah (£%) has
encouraged to do the same. Allah, the Most High, said:
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“And when you have finished the Prayer, remember Allah, standing

and sitting, and laying on your sides. And when you are secure from

danger, then observe Prayer in the prescribed form; verily Prayer is
enjoined on the believers to be performed at fixed hours” [an-Nisa: 103]

Whenever the Prophet (£5) used to finish his prayer, he would ask (Allah) for

forgiveness three times and would say:
{ e SY15 ek 15 b S50 poled Edg oz a5 23l )

“O Allah You are Salam (i.e. free from any deficiency) wa mink as-
salim (i.e. security is obtained from You) Glorified You are ‘from all

that they attributed to You' O Owner of Might and Bounty.” [Collected
by Muslim]

Likewise, the Prophet (45) said:
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“Whoever glorified Allah (i.e. saying subhan Allah) at the ending of
every prayer thirty three times and praised Allah (ie. saying
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Alhamdulillah) thirty three times and venerated (i.e saying Allahu
Akbar) thirty three times, and then said at the completion of a hundred
‘none has the right to be worshipped but Allah Alone without a
partner, to Him belongs the kingdom, and to Him belongs the praise
and He is able to do all things,” (the person who says this) his sins will

be forgiven even if they are like the foam of the ocean.” [Collected by
Muslim]

O My brothers! Strive earnestly in doing good deeds. And stay away from sins
and shortcomings in order that you will be successful with a pleasant life in this

world and with a great reward in the hereafter. Allah () said:
oA st S sl 2 5k (AT T S 8 Bde (s
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"Whoso acts righteously, whether male or female and is a believer, We

will surely grant him a pure life; and We will surely bestow on such
their reward according to the best of their works" [an-Nahl: 97]
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