In Defence of Shaykh-ul-Islam, Muhammad itn “Abd al-Wahhah <) 4>
Shaykh, al- Alldmah Salih al-Fawzan 4 aki-

/_\ Il praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all that exists, who sent His Messenger
with guidance and the religion of truth to make it prevail over all religions,
even if the polytheists dislike it. May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet
Muhammad, who said:
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“Indeed, Allah will send for this ummah at the head of every hundred years
someone who will renew for it, its religious understanding” [Ab0 Dawad 4291]

Certainly, Allah has placed in every era remnants of people from among the
scholars who call to the Book of Allah, guide those who have gone astray to the
path of guidance, and spread goodness. This is in accordance with Allah’s
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“Verily, We, it is We Who have sent down the Dhikr (i.e. the Qur'an) and surely, We
will guard it (from corruption)” [AI-Hijr: 9]

And in accordance with the statement of the Prophet £:
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“There shall not cease to be a group from my Ummah that remains firmly steadfast on
the truth, unharmed by those who forsake or oppose them, until the command of Rllah,
the Blessed and Most High, comes” [Bukhari & Muslim]
Among these renewing scholars is the eminent Imam, the scholar, the Shaykh
of Islam, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab—may Allah have mercy on him—for

indeed he stood to renew [the understanding of] this religion in this land, and
his renewal extended beyond this land.

1/4



For every beneficial knowledge and every teacher whose intentions are pure
and whose heart is sincere, Allah, the Exalted and Most High, grants them a
positive and lasting influence on the ummah, no matter how much the enemies
conspire against them, for indeed the sun cannot be hidden in broad daylight.

They acted and spoke against this Imam and his call, but Allah is the supporter
of His religion and the establisher of truth over falsehood, even if those who
detest it dislike it. This is the way of Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, who tests
His servants and trials them with callers to misguidance, those whom rise up
against the truth and its people. But the end is always for the people of truth,
and punishment is for the people of falsehood.

The Messengers—peace be upon them—had enemies who opposed their call,
as Allah said:
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“Thus have We made for every Prophet an enemy among the Mujrimon
(disbelievers, polytheists, criminals). But Sufficient is your Lord as a Guide and
Helper." [Al-Furgan: 31]
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And He also said:
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“And so We have appointed for every Prophet enemies - Shayatin (devils) among
mankind and jinn, inspiring one another with adorned speech as a delusion (or by
way of deception). If your Lord had so willed, they would not have done it; so leave
them alone with their fabrications.



(And this is in order) that the hearts of those who disbelieve in the Hereafter may
incline to such (deceit), and that they may remain pleased with it, and that they
may commit what they are committing (all kinds of sins and evil deeds).

[Say], "Then is it other than All3h | should seek as judge while it is He who has
revealed to you the Book [i.e., the Qur'an]" [AI-Anam: 112-114]

This is the way of Allah, the Exalted and Most High, in His creation: whenever
a caller to truth emerges, those who call to misguidance stand against him.

However, the truth takes its course and remains, while the advocates of
falsehood have their traces cut off, and their news fades away:
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“Then, as for the foam it passes away as scum upon the banks, while that which is
for the good of mankind remains in the earth.” [AI-Ra'd: 17]

His books and the books of his students and followers, have been preserved
and cared for, and all praise is due to Allah. Meanwhile, the doubts of those
who cause doubts have vanished, and their books have been lost, leaving no
trace or sign of them. Whatever remains of their works is obscure and accepted
only by the people of falsehood. As for the truth, it is clear, and all praise is due
to Allah.

The call of the Shaykh was opposed by the enemies of Tawhid [Islamic
Monotheism]. They opposed the Shaykh with doubts, which is not surprising,
as even the prophets, peace be upon them, faced opposition. As Allah the
Mighty and Exalted said:
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“And so We have appointed for every Prophet enemies - Shayatin (devils) among
mankind and jinn, inspiring one another with adorned speech as a delusion (or by
way of deception). If your Lord had so willed, they would not have done it; so leave
them alone with their fabrications.” [Al-An'am: 112]

Their words are not ordinary; rather, they are adorned words that deceive
simple-minded people who lack knowledge, making them susceptible to such
deceptions. This adorned speech is embellished, misleading, fabricated, and
polished, but it remains false. And no matter how much falsehood is polished
or clothed in deceptive garments, it remains false and will not benefit.
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“inspiring one another with adorned speech as a delusion (or by way of deception)"
[Al-An'am: 12]

A delusion meant to test and trial people. This is what happened to the Shaykh
—may Allah have mercy on him. He followed in the footsteps of those who
preceded him among the messengers and the imams of guidance and
reformers [and thus sharing in their trials and tribulations].
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